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Letters to the editor 
The "Evangelical Dilemma" 
I w o u l d l i k e t o c o m m e n t o n 
"Evangel ical D i l e m m a , " an article in the 
EV of Feb. 25, 1974. The author agrees 
that the "g rea t a rmy of personal soul-
winners . . . rack up an astounding number 
of convers ions ." Then he goes on to say, 
"S ix months later there is nothing to be 
seen for all the aggressive evangel ism." 
Now, that kind of categorical s ta tement is 
not only unkind, it is untrue. 
H e stresses that these lay evangelists 
over-simplify the gospel and its demands , 
not covering the implications of repen-
tance, the lordship of Chris t , and the 
implicat ions of discipleship. H e seriously 
doubts that people can " m a k e an in-
telligent commi tmen t to Chris t the first 
t ime they hear the gospel ." It is too bad 
that Paul did not know that when he dealt 
with the jai ler in Philippi, or he would 
hardly have dared to baptize him the same 
night he was converted. 
When a person believes in Christ as his 
Savior , he is only taking the first step of a 
long journey . He needs immedia te and 
c o n t i n u i n g fo l low-up . If he does not 
receive this, he will probably lose his faith 
whether he has heard the gospel only once 
or hundreds of times. This is an impor tan t 
part of our local Lay Evangelism program. 
But there would be no need for it if 
contac ts were not being made by very 
brave people resulting in commitments . 
T h e writer says that " W e should be 
] 
willing to spend t ime teaching the gospel, 
laying a sound doctrinal foundat ion for 
faith to rest on . " I agree, but how do you 
do this for the person who never at tends 
church or goes to one which is preaching 
"ano the r gospel"? 
Somehow the little paragraph in the 
lower corner of the page giving a few facts 
about the author was missing. I am sorry 
about that becuase I would like to ask Mr. 
M a c D o n a l d w h a t o t h e r m e t h o d of 
e v a n g e l i s m , in his e x p e r i e n c e , h a s 
produced more permanent results than the 
method he discredits. 
Finally, my greatest concern relates to 
backwash which may result f rom the arti-
cle. Lay Evangelism takes a lot of spiritual 
gri t and hard work . R e c r u i t m e n t is 
difficult. Many pastors find many other 
things easier to do. I am afraid that some 
such persons will use the claims made by 
the writer as an excuse for not doing what 
they know God wants them to do. This 
would be most unfor tunate , and my prayer 
is that it will not happen. 
Paul Hostet ler 
G r a n t h a m , Pennsylvania 
T h e article ("Evangelical D i l e m m a " 
printed in the February 25 issue) brings 
forth some reaction which calls for a 
second look. A casual reading would seem 
to indicate that the writer has a valid point 
in sugges t ing tha t the s imple gospel 
message can be oversimplified. The case in 
point he uses in the forepart of the article 
may indicate this. Seldom is a person 
abandoned to his own designs af ter having 
received Christ through saving faith. Ob-
viously this would produce disillusion-
ment. Someone will be there with follow-
up and Christ ian nur ture will begin. If the 
writer implies that follow-up is on the way, 
it doesn' t come through very well. 
Another fallacy is this "Wor th les s cap-
sule evangel ism" . . . who is to say that the 
seed had not already been planted, watered 
and now God is giving the increase? 
Possibly the person has already been con-
victed of sin, repentance has begun and the 
Holy Spiri t is bringing some " P h i l i p " 
along the way to provide the necessary link 
of spiritual understanding. Fur thermore , 
consider the host of people where lives 
have been t ransformed by G o d ' s power 
through the simple reading of His simple 
Word . By bringing Spirit-led human in-
strumental i ty into the picture an added 
dimension of effectiveness will be brought 
to this "capsule evangel ism." 
The real d a m a g e is this . . . having had 
some doubts about the value of this 
anyway, the flagging spirits of many of the 
evangelical communi ty will be pacified. 
The tendency will be to assent to this 
response, this kind of evangelism just isn't 
my " b a g . " Regret tably the article will only 
tend to solidify the "si lent m a j o r i t y " to 
fur ther inaction. This we don ' t need. This 
is the real "Evangelical D i l e m m a . " 
Lowell D. Hoover 
Abilene, Kansas 
C O N T E N T S 
Editorial 3 
Easter Without Springtime 4 
James Juhnke 
Silver Nitrate, or Vitamin C, or God? 5 
Paul Hostetler 
African Superstitions 6 
Why I Do Not Believe in Superstition 6 
Davies Ncube 
It was a Special Room 7 
Leoda Buckwalter 
Liberation in Christ 8 
Mary Hoke 
Mistakes of the First Easter 9 
Harry W. Buckwalter 
Religious News 10 
Life Along the Niagara 11 
Neighborhood Bible Schools 12 
Nancy Peckman 
Paraphrase Contest Winners 13 
Church News 14 
Letter of Invitation 16 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume LXXXVII Number 7 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: John L. Ebersole 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis 
O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, Daniel R. 
Chamberlain 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
Indiana 46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. Include both old 
and new addresses with requests for change of address. 
Renewals: 1 year, $4.50; 2 years, $8.50; 3 years, $12.50; 
and 5 years, $20.00. New and gift subscriptions, $4.00 a 
year. 
Entered as second-class mail at Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
MEMBER " EVANGELICAL PRESS ASSOCIATION 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
Being on God's Side 
r p H E M A R K of an apos t l e was to have been a witness to 
the resur rec t ion . P e t e r listed this as one of the 
qua l i f i ca t ions for h im w h o would t a k e the place of Judas . 
Pau l suppo r t ed his c l a im to apos t lesh ip by his having seen 
the Risen C h r i s t . 
T h r resur rec t ion was cen t ra l to apos to l ic p reaching . It 
was the c l imax of the apos t l es ' message . Pe te r ' s message at 
Pen t ecos t and the s e r m o n which fol lowed the heal ing of 
the l a m e m a n c a m e to their c l imax with the a f f i rming of 
the resur rec t ion . In A c t s 4 :33 the apos to l ic p reach ing is 
s u m m a r i z e d with " a n d with g rea t power the apos t les gave 
their t e s t imony to the resur rec t ion of the Lord J e s u s . " 
It would not be ove r s t a t ing the case to say tha t the 
crucia l e l ement in the c h u r c h ' s message was the fact of the 
resur rec t ion and the persuas ive e lement was t ha t the 
apos t l es had been witnesses of it. It was the au then t i ca t ing 
event to their c l a ims for J e sus and His c l a ims for H i m -
self. T h e Ho ly Spi r i t was the power . T h e resurrec t ion was 
the keys tone to the message . 
O n e c a n n o t be neu t ra l when c o n f r o n t e d with the 
resur rec t ion . T h e A t h e n i a n s scoffed at the idea. T h e 
Jewish leaders ha ted it. T h e c rowds hea rd it with fear and 
for m a n y it was hea rd with repen tance . W h e n the c rowd at 
Pen tecos t hea rd t ha t this i t ineran t Ga l i l ean p reacher and 
mi r ac l e w o r k e r w h o m the leaders said was a false p rophe t , 
and whose crucif ix ion they had called for, and indeed 
wi tnessed, was alive again — raised by G o d — they were 
ter r i f ied . " B r e t h r e n wha t shall we d o ? " 
A n d well they should be fea r fu l . H e w h o m they had 
tu rned aga ins t and had go t t en rid of was alive again . They 
obviously were on the w r o n g side. W h a t e v e r else the 
resur rec t ion m a y have m e a n t to those early hearers , one 
th ing was c lear . T o be on the side with Jesus was to be on 
the side of G o d . A n d to be aga ins t Je sus was to be aga ins t 
G o d . Is not this w h a t the p u r p o s e and mean ing of life is all 
a b o u t — to be on the side of real i ty — G o d ' s side? 
T h e resur rec t ion tells us t ha t to be on G o d ' s side is to 
fol low H i m w h o m G o d sent and w h o m H e has now m a d e 
L o r d and Chr i s t ; to fol low H i m w h o was the way and the 
t ru th and the life. 
T h e way to G o d ' s s ide t oday is the s a m e rou te as in N e w 
T e s t a m e n t t imes — r e p e n t a n c e and obedience — leaving 
and fo l lowing. It ca l ls for re jec t ing ou r loyalt ies to worldly 
values and self. It calls for the r enounc ing of pr ide and self-
r igh teousness . It cal ls fo r a t u rn ing f r o m sins of selfishness 
and greed and sensual i ty . It calls for an a c k n o w l e d g m e n t 
tha t we have been on the side aga ins t Chr i s t and now 
choose to be with H i m in a life of discipleship. 
T h e way to G o d ' s side is in obedience to H i m . 
Obed ience in ou r re la t ions of love and compass ion , 
hones ty , pur i ty , s e rvan thood , and self-denial . Li fe is no t as 
it seems. It is not the p roud and the power fu l who will 
inherit the ea r th . It is the meek . It is not by weal th t ha t 
men will inheri t the k i n g d o m . It is the poor . T h e life style 
of the k ingdom of G o d is the life style approved by G o d . 
W h a t all of this m e a n s is tha t the resur rec t ion c o n f i r m s 
to us a sure and cer ta in salvat ion. T h e g rea t Chr i s t i an 
words which a re assoc ia ted with the cross and C h r i s t ' s 
dea th — forgiveness, reconci l ia t ion, r a n s o m , subs t i tu t ion 
— would be e m p t y t e r m s were they not au then t i ca t ed by 
G o d when H e raised Chr i s t f r o m the dead . Indeed , Pau l 
writes, " y o u r fai th is futi le, and you a re still in your s ins . " 
It has been pointed out f r o m t ime to t ime tha t the re is 
s ignif icance in the P r o t e s t a n t symbol of the e m p t y cross in 
con t r a s t to the C a t h o l i c crucifix. Chr i s t is no longer on the 
cross. His work is finished. It is s o m e w h a t u n f o r t u n a t e , 
however , tha t we have not found it possible to symbol ize 
the t o m b . F o r back of the e m p t y cross is an e m p t y t o m b . It 
is the empty t o m b tha t gives mean ing to the e m p t y cross . 
T h e e m p t y t o m b tu rns wha t appea red to be de fea t in to 
victory; weakness into s t rength; folly in to wi sdom; and 
scandal into a g lor ious message of sa lvat ion. 
T h e place to be in this life and the e terni ty to c o m e is on 
G o d ' s side. T h e e m p t y t o m b m a k e s G o d ' s s ide crys ta l 
clear . It is to ident i fy with H i m who calls all to fol low, 
denying themselves , t ak ing their cross. A s hard as H i s 
sayings m a y seem, and as imprac t ica l as H i s counsel m a y 
appea r , the empty t o m b says tha t this, a f t e r all, is G o d ' s 
design for living. Th i s is G o d ' s side. 
Is not this sufficient reason to follow H i m ? Is not this to 
which we are to witness? 
Z 
General Conference Information 
When you send in your lodging reservation forms, be 
sure to indicate a F IRST and S E C O N D choice. Some 
have been overlooking this important detail. As you read 
this, you probably have less than 30 days to the deadline, 
May 15. When all other places are taken, motel rooms will 
be the only alternative. 
According to present projections, the General Con-
ference Programs should be in your hands around the 
beginning of May. 
Because of the fuel shortage, one or two buses (modern 
coaches with rest rooms) will be chartered, leaving from 
the Harrisburg area. They will leave early enough on June 
29 to arrive in time for registration, and will return on the 
afternoon of July 4. You may still be able to reserve a 
round trip seat for $20 by calling Rev. Henry Hostetter of 
the General Conference Transportation Committee, phone 
717-872-7246, and then immediately forwarding the $20 to 
him. The money is not refundable. Requests will be 
honored on a first-come, first-served basis. V _ / 
Giving Increases 25% 
A 24% increase over 1972 in total giving by the Brethren 
in Christ during 1973 has been reported by the Director of 
Stewardship, Alvin C. Burkholder. The Atlantic Confer-
ence led the way with an increase of 56%. 
Total giving of $4,856,044 was reported by the congre-
gations as compared with $3,923,280 in 1972. The giving 
per member increased from $349 in 1972 to $424 in 1973 
— a gain of $75. 
Membership increased from 11,233 to 11,436 — an 
increase of 1.8%. 




\ \ / ' H A T would Eas t e r be like wi thou t the p romises of 
sp r ing t ime? S o m e h o w the deepes t m e a n i n g s of ou r 
E a s t e r ce lebra t ion seem symbol ized in the yea rn ing of the 
e a r t h to be released f r o m the dea th-co ld b o n d a g e of 
winter , and in the g lo r ious a n n o u n c e m e n t of sp r ing t ime by 
the first robin and the first green b lades of grass . T h e 
resur rec t ion be longs to spr ing t ime . 
E a s t e r in B o t s w a n a , as in all of t h e s o u t h e r n 
hemisphe re , does not c o m e in the spr ing t ime. W e ce lebra te 
Eas t e r here as the d a y s g row shor te r , the n ights g row 
colder , and the d r o u g h t and b rown of winter invade the 
coun t ry s ide . H o w can we be expected to have a deeply 
m e a n i n g f u l Eas t e r exper ience in the expec ta t ion of winter? 
S o m e E u r o p e a n res idents in Bo t swana s imply ignore the 
f ac t s of c l i m a t e and p re tend it is sp r ing t ime a f t e r all. They 
send and receive Eas te r gree t ings with spr ing flowers, 
bunnies , and co lored eggs as though they were back home. 
T h e G a b o r o n e C h u r c h choi r , with several M C C voices 
con t r i bu t i ng , chose as its Eas t e r a n t h e m two yea r s ago a 
ca ro l in pra ise of a s p r i n g t i m e resur rec t ion . It was autumn 
as we sang in Bo t swana : 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
Love is come again, like wheal that springeth green. 
In the grave they laid Him, Love whom men had slain. 
Thinking that never He would wake again; 
Laid in the earth like grain that steeps unseen. 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain. 
He that for three days in the grave had lain; 
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen; 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Thy touch can call us back to life again; 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
T h e r e is beau ty and power in this p o e m of the resurrec-
t ion. But t he re a r e a lso d a n g e r s in this sp r ing t ime view of 
Eas t e r , a p a r t f r o m the fact t ha t it is oddly out of place in 
B o t s w a n a . T h e Eas t e r events recorded in the Bible were 
not u n d e r s t o o d as a kind of renewal of n a t u r e which recurs 
every yea r . T h e gospel wr i te rs and St . Paul did not see 
J e s u s ' r e su r rec t ion as having any th ing to d o with green 
whea t , robins , sunr ises , bunn ies or eggs. It was not a love-
pr inc ip le which w a r m e d up at each turn of the equ inox . 
The author has served as MCC Botswana director, out of which 
experience this article was written. (An MCC release.! 
T h e Bible records a un ique event in the resur rec t ion . It 
is some th ing which never happened before . G o d was with 
us in Jesus Chr i s t at a specific t ime, a specific place, and 
with specifically ident i f iable people. H i s life style and 
c o m m i t m e n t led H i m to the cross. O n c e dead , Chr i s t dies 
no more . A n d once raised f r o m the dead , Chr i s t is risen 
indeed. H e does not re turn to the dead each winter . 
T h e r e is an i m p o r t a n t d imens ion of his tor ical event-
fulness in the resurrec t ion which we lose if we conf ine our 
view to the recur ren t pa t t e rn s of na tu re . T h e concern for 
specific events and witnesses is expressed in a n o t h e r Eas t e r 
carol , this one f r o m the 15th century : 
O sons and daughters let us sing! 
The King of Heaven, the glorious King, 
O'er death today rose triumphing; 
A lleluia! 
On that first morning of the week 
Before the day began to break. 
The Marys went their Lord to seek; 
Alleluia! 
A young man bade their sorrow flee. 
For thus He spake unto the three; 
" Your Lord is gone to Galilee;" 
Alleluia! 
That night the apostles met in fear, 
Amidst them came their Lord most dear. 
And greeted them with words of cheer; 
Alleluia! 
Then for that first and best of days 
To God your hearts and voices raise 
In laud and Jubilee and praise; 
Alleluia! 
T h e Chr i s t i an ce lebra t ion of t ha t " f i r s t and best of 
d a y s " acknowledges G o d ' s ac t ion in his tory , usher ing a 
new age and a new k i n g d o m . It is m e a n i n g f u l not 
p r imar i ly as a na tu ra l p h e n o m e n o n , but as an his tor ica l 
event which reveals to us the m e a n i n g of all of h i s tory . T h e 
resur rec t ion c o n f i r m s for us the u l t ima t e victory of Jesus ' 
way — the way of suffer ing love even un to the cross . A n d it 
calls us to discipleship in the way of the cross assured of 
victory in the face of de fea t and dea th . 
Ana log ies f r o m n a t u r e will surely con t inue to enr ich ou r 
apprec ia t ion this Eas t e r and in the fu tu re . But Eas t e r in 
Bo t swana has led me to reflect tha t the resur rec t ion has 
no th ing to do with the seasons, and to w o n d e r if a t rue r 
and m o r e biblical unde r s t and ing would e m e r g e if we could 




or Vitamin C 
or God? 
Paul Hostetler 
W H E N I A W A K E N E D this m o r n i n g my first con-
* * scious ac t was to swal low. Th i s habi t of m a n y yea r s 
was to see if a sore t h r o a t had moved in on m e dur ing the 
night hours . It real ly w a s n ' t necessary because my 
" m e d i c a l c h e c k " has been negat ive for a good while — and 
the re in lies a ta le which is told to the glory of G o d . 
Un t i l a bit m o r e t h a n two yea r s ago, sore t h r o a t 
m o r n i n g s had h a p p e n e d i n n u m e r a b l e t imes as fa r back as 
m e m o r y serves. T h e pa t t e rn was usual ly the same . O n e 
tonsi l would be in f l amed first and then despi te all t h roa t 
swabs , spu t t e r ing gargles , and sundry med ica t ions to the 
c o n t r a r y , t he infec t ion would m o v e next d o o r to the o the r 
tonsi l . W i t h luck, the who le th ing c leared up in a week or 
so. 
But at least e ight or ten t imes t ha t I can recall , the d r ead 
" s t r e p t h r o a t " wou ld t h r o t t l e me. Each t ime, as you fo lks 
who have had s t rep t h r o a t well know, I b e c a m e very ill and 
had to go to bed. 
Y o u m a y w o n d e r why the of fending tonsi ls were never 
r e m o v e d . I suspect t h a t such was suggested to my pa ren t s 
bu t d o n ' t know. In my adu l t years , even though a 
succession of d o c t o r s looked a t these of fending t h r o a t 
gua rd i ans , n o n e ever sugges ted removing t h e m . A n d , of 
course , c o w a r d t h a t I a m , I never p roposed an encoun te r 
with a s u r g e o n ' s kni fe! 
T h e n , in J a n u a r y of 1972, t he t h r o a t p lague s t ruck 
aga in . T h i s t i m e it s eemed in tent on moving in for the kill 
— li teral ly. F o r two weeks I was m o r e ill t han ever before . 
In the mids t of ha l luc ina t ions , severe pain, and high fever, 
t he re were d a y s when it w a s diff icult for m e to d e t e r m i n e if 
I was a w a k e or s leeping. M y physical and e m o t i o n a l 
cond i t ions d e t e r i o r a t e d unt i l I despa i red of life itself. 
T r i p s to the d o c t o r ' s office and change of an t i -b io t ics 
b r o u g h t no relief. S w a l l o w i n g was sheer to r tu re , and d o n e 
only with consc ious d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I was p ray ing and 
o the r s of t he chu rch were p ray ing . O n e m o r n i n g I a sked 
m y good wife, Lela , to kneel d o w n and pray a special 
p r a y e r for me . S h e did this , and G o d was very near . 
A n h o u r or so la ter I had her look at my th roa t , and she 
was d is t ressed to not ice t ha t the spots on my tonsi ls were 
la rger than ever. S o once aga in we headed for the doc to r . 
The writer is the associate pastor of the Grantham congregation. 
H e took one look and decided to resor t to silver n i t ra te , 
placing it direct ly on the angry infec t ions with a s lender 
glass rod. 
A f t e r ge t t ing back h o m e I decided to d i scont inue t a k i n g 
the med ica t ions previously prescr ibed on the g r o u n d s tha t 
if they h a d n ' t helped in two weeks, they p robab ly were not 
abou t to begin. Fool ish? Pe rhaps . It did seem rea sonab le 
at the t ime. But f r o m tha t t i m e I began to recover rap id ly . 
Dur ing those days of recovery I asked G o d to spa re m e 
f rom ever needing to suffer such pain again . Then th ree 
interes t ing things happened in the course of for ty-e ight 
hours . First , I read a m a g a z i n e ar t ic le which s ta ted tha t 
sufficient V i t amin C would e i ther prevent or grea t ly l imit 
sore t h roa t s and colds. Nex t , a T V p r o g r a m stressed a 
s imi lar diet . Final ly , a f r iend told m e tha t regular d r i nk ing 
of o range ju ice had helped him o v e r c o m e p r o b l e m s like 
mine . 
So , in F e b r u a r y of 1972 I told the good Lord , and my 
wife, tha t I was going to have a g lass of o r a n g e ju ice each 
m o r n i n g for the rest of my life. Then , for good m e a s u r e , I 
decided to have a n o t h e r one each evening. A n d pra i se 
G o d , my tonsils have been t a m e ever since! Each m o r n i n g 
I dr ink my ju ice with Thanksg iv ing , and each b e d t i m e I 
swallow it with Pra ise . 
M y wife, who fears I have b e c o m e s o m e kind of ju ice-
nut , suspects it was really the silver n i t r a te tha t b r o u g h t 
the cure . I hold it was her p rayer at my bedside. But j u s t to 
be on the safe side, I have my o r a n g e ju ice twice a day and 
bless G o d for two wonder fu l years ! 
M y fa ther , who died at Eas te r t ime nine yea r s ago , 
believed deeply in divine heal ing. H e jus t loved to tes t i fy in 
p rayer services, Love Feas ts , and C a m p M e e t i n g s a b o u t 
how G o d had healed h im, his fami ly , and m a n y o thers . I 
wish he could have lived to tell my s tory . P e r h a p s he 
a l ready has told it, say to J o b , as they c o m p a r e d notes 
while leaning up agains t a T r e e of Life. His revised version 
would give scant a t t en t ion to v i t amins and juice. T h a t ' s the 
way D a d s are , you know. 
Gleanings from Urbana '73 
"Another aspect of the paradox of the lordship of Jesus 
Christ is that suffering is a part of it. The greatness of the 
crown is linked to the suffering of the cross . . . This 
paradox is especially difficult to grasp in our age because 
we live in a civilization that praises success and where 
suffering is a sign of defeat. If we have been able to mould 
nature and the environment in such a way that we avoid 
not only suffering but even discomfort, if we can make an 
artificial atmosphere, if we are modifying geography, if we 
can computerize movements of men so that they will 
not fail, how can we follow in the steps of a suffering 
Lord? . . ." 
"To our century and our civilization belong the curious 
theories that try to conceive, computerize and programme 
the missionary enterprise in such a way that suffering will 
be always avoided and success will be guaranteed. Believe 
me, there are some social classes, some nations, cultures 
and subcultures, some areas of the world that will not hear 
the Gospel unless there are Christians now, ready to follow 
in the steps of the suffering Lord." 
—Samuel Escobar 
April 10, 1974 5 
In 1915, in S O U T H A N D S O U T H C E N T R A L 
A F R I C A , H . F r a n c e s Dav idson wro t e a b o u t the people in 
M a t a b e l e l a n d " w h o have suddenly b roken loose f r o m their 
old t r iba l laws and c u s t o m s — s o m e of which were 
beneficial . . . " M a n y people in non-wes tern societies, w h o 
over the yea r s have had con tac t with the western wor ld , a r e 
rediscover ing values in their own cul tura l her i tages . Th i s 
ques t for cu l tu ra l self- ident i ty of ten has been a c c o m p a n i e d 
by a r e su rgence in t r ad i t i ona l rel igious beliefs and prac-
tices. 
Miss ion leaders have noted a recent increased concern 
with evil spir i ts , w i t chc ra f t and spells. S o m e feel the 
present open discuss ion of spir i ts and wi t chc ra f t is due 
bo th to an increased interest in the occult , as well as an 
openness to now discuss wha t p e r h a p s was a lways though t 
bu t never expressed . A n d , as one Bre thren in Chr i s t 
m i s s iona ry said recent ly , " I ' m a f r a id we still can see only 
the ' t i p of t he iceberg . ' " 
W e in N o r t h A m e r i c a face m u c h the s a m e p r o b l e m , 
a l t h o u g h in a t echnologica l se t t ing. A perverse fasc ina t ion 
with the supe rna tu ra l and the occult a p p e a r s to be on the 
rise a lmos t everywhere . Th i s is cer ta inly i l lus t ra ted by, bu t 
not l imited to, the book and movie " T h e E x o r c i s t . " 
J o h n reminds us tha t J e sus Chr i s t provides the way to 
conque r evil. " L i t t l e chi ldren, you a re of G o d , and have 
ove rcome them; for he who is in you is g rea t e r t h a n he who 
is in the w o r l d " (I J o h n 4:4, RSV. ) . But a weak , pass ive 
c o m m i t m e n t is not t he answer . Je sus chided his disciples 
on occas ion for their lack of fa i th , suggest ing tha t s o m e 
spir i tual victories c o m e only " b y p raye r and f a s t i n g " 
( M a r k 9:29). 
These three ar t icles a re not presented here as en te r t a in -
ment , pander ing to this cur ious fasc ina t ion in the occul t . 
R a t h e r , they a re here as a chal lenge to effectual , fervent 
p rayer . P r a y for those, bo th in N o r t h A m e r i c a and a r o u n d 
the world , who a re personal ly exper iencing dis t ress in 
these s i tua t ions reminiscent of N e w T e s t a m e n t t imes. P r a y 
for those who a re being a t t r ac t ed to the occul t . A n d p ray 
for the leaders in the churches , who need spir i tual w i sdom 
and power to minis te r effectively in these s i tua t ions . 
"We are up against the unseen power that 
and spiritual agents from the 
Two essays from a 1971 English composition class 
Both essays by Davies Ncube, Graduate Mtshabezi Teacher Training 
Why I Don't Believe 
in Superstitions 
" T h e supers t i t ious m a n raises beings infer ior to h i m to 
de i t i es !" M y indi f ference to supers t i t ious t h o u g h t s s eems 
to g row g rea t e r and g rea t e r in m e when I r e m e m b e r the 
words quo ted above . 
I d o n ' t believe in supers t i t ions ; they a re a religion of the 
weak , anx ious and melancho l i c people whose f r e e d o m is 
t hwar t ed by senseless fears of t ha t which does not exist . I 
d o n ' t l ike to misdirect m y rel igious feeling t o w a r d s t ha t 
human-dev i sed fa l lacy — supers t i t ion — because I feel it is 
a g r e a t shadow of t ru th and a well-nigh f o r m i d a b l e ba r r i e r 
exaggera t ing m a n ' s d o u b t f u l n e s s of his men ta l powers and 
of the t rue G o d . 
S o m e o n e has said t ha t " t h e m a s t e r of supers t i t ion is the 
people, and in all supers t i t ions wise men fol low f o o l s . " 
Indeed , I believe supers t i t ions h a m p e r the gen ius and the 
ar t of men . S o I d o n ' t want m y intel l igence t o be r e t a rded 
by indulging my mind in a religion tha t is m a n - m a d e on 
qu icksand . 
I l ike to find out t he " w h y ? " of th ings I hear , see and 
feel, and a lso of t ha t which I read , so t ha t I m a y th ink 
to page 7, right column 
African Superstitions 
T ^ H E A F R I C A N , l ike any o the r m a n , has his own 
beliefs and supers t i t ions , as well as rules tha t d i rect his 
c o d e of behav io r . M o s t of his beliefs a re so c o n t r a r y to the 
E u r o p e a n ' s view of ce r ta in th ings t ha t the A f r i c a n is 
s o m e t i m e s h a r d t o u n d e r s t a n d ; m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s 
be tween the two men exist in this respect . 
In the A f r i c a n societ ies t he re is a belief in ghos ts . T h e r e 
a r e t w o k inds of these figures, t he " i s i t u h w a n a " and the 
" i s i p u k u . " T h e f o r m e r is believed to have evolved f r o m a 
person w h o has had a violent dea th and has not been 
b r o u g h t back h o m e fo r rest t h rough the " u k u b u y i s a " 
c e r e m o n y , and is t h e r e f o r e wande r ing in the bundu [ the 
" b u s h " ] . S o he t u rns in to a visible figure with a big eye and 
one leg and hops in the dead of the night seeking w h o m he 
m a y devour . A n y m a n w h o c o m e s within reach e i ther dies 
a violent d e a t h or m a y suffer ser ious in jury , and m a y 
b e c o m e ser iously ill. Usua l ly , the min i s t r a t i ons of a 
w i t c h d o c t o r who has the necessary medic ines to dr ive out 
t he i m p l a n t e d aff l ic t ion a re essent ial , or else the af fec ted 
pe r son is pa ra lysed a n d dies a pa in fu l dea th . 
T h e " i s i p u k u " is in a f o r m of a dazz l ing light tha t 
t r ave l s up and d o w n in the heavens . L ike the " i s i t u h w a n a , " 
it is believed to have been a person who died with a 
to page 7, left column 
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t roubled heart and has not been brought home. H e may 
have died with a suspicion that a certain wizard bewitched 
him at night. This figure may become an instrument of the 
wizard " u m t h a k a t h i " who would have killed that in-
dividual. 
Then there is a small imaginary being with supernatura l 
power, the " u m k h o b a " (fairy). He, like other ghosts, is a 
malevolent figure — the witch 's ins t rument and nocturnal 
messenger who is instructed to lie by the pathway to thrash 
the life out of the person the witch wishes to kill. Closely 
related to this figure is " u n t o k o l o s h e , " a dwarf whose 
brea th smells evil. H e is said to be fond of women, and 
may sleep with them; the result is giving birth to an albino. 
H e is believed to milk cows at night, a f te r which he opens 
the ga te and drives them out of the kraal and far away into 
the forest . 
Somet imes , cat- l ike noises are heard at night. These are 
believed to be m a d e by a small baboon-l ike figure who is, 
like o ther ghosts , malevolent and journeys during the 
night. 
scientifically so as to draw sound conclusions f rom these 
things. I would not like to lose this ability by drowning it in 
this evil pool of supersti t ion. 
I have a mental image of myself, with all emot ions 
drained f rom me except intractable fear that has eaten into 
the mar row of my bones; and I t remble when I learn that 
this fear comes f rom the superst i t ious region of my 
personality. I don ' t like this mental image to come t rue 
because I believe that if I become supersti t ious, even the 
Chris t ian Religion in which lies my belief and trust and my 
all could change into only but profani ty of the name of 
God, for fear would de fo rm my belief and reverence for 
Him. 
I have noticed that supersti t ion is based on senseless 
fear, while Christ iani ty is based on love, hope and the life. 
So I have chosen the latter for my security. 
O. W. Holmes once swore, " W e are all ta tooed in our 
cradles with the beliefs of our tribe; the record may seem 
superficial, but it is indelible. You cannot educate a man 
to page eight 
controls this dark world, 
very headquarters of evil." (iEphesians 6.-42 Phillips) 
It Was a Special Room, Out of Bounds to Her 
A L E Y A M M A was a new bride in India, in the home of 
- ^ h e r husband ' s parents . Soon af te r her marr iage , she 
heard a sound which struck ter ror to her heart . It c ame 
f r o m behind a closed door . . . " W h o o s h , whoosh, shoosh ." 
H e r husband was in there, with his fa ther and other people 
who c a m e quietly and entered as though bent on serious 
business. This was a special room, out -of-bounds to her for 
some reason which she didn ' t quite unders tand. 
She began to listen intently to the murmur ings and 
s t range sounds which could be heard through the closed 
door . She noted the requests which her father-in-law m a d e 
of h e r — " M i x tu rmer ic and lye together and give it to m e . " 
Why? It looked like blood and filled her with horror . She 
obeyed, but in her hear t , she kept wondering. 
O t h e r s t range things became evident . . . the use of 
chickens in whatever was happening behind that closed 
door . . . a circle m a r k e d in white on the floor of the room 
which caught her a t tent ion in a chance moment . A t that 
point A l e y a m m a ' s unders tanding opened. This was black 
magic , the cast ing out of demons by the power of demons . 
She recoiled in ter ror , but forced herself to think the 
thing through. H e r father- in-law was a wizard, and the 
family were wizards and witches! Her husband? N o doubt 
he was in t ra ining to carry on the work when his fa ther 
died. N o wonder he was so much a par t of everything. 
A l e y a m m a felt a lone and orphaned. This young 
Malaya lee bride in this Syr i an -Or thodox home rebelled. 
She knew enough of the Word of God to realize that light 
can never have fellowship with darkness . She knew that 
this part of the family life contradicted completely all tha t 
Jesus Chris t stood for. W a s n ' t He greater than all demons? 
Of course! How could she allow her husband to be caught 
in this terrible thing which hung over him? She would 
pray! 
Thus the tryst with God began. When the murmur ings 
and s t range sounds began behind the closed door , A leyam-
ma slipped away quietly to her room and prayed. She 
claimed the blood of the Lord Jesus, and prayed earnest ly 
that her husband would not learn black magic. She fought 
in prayer . The days turned into years, but her faith never 
wavered. As children c a m e into their home, she t augh t 
them diligently about the Lord whom she trusted so 
completely. 
H a s her faith won through? Her husband never did 
mas ter the ar t of black magic and his fa ther gave up in 
disgust. Black magic and wi tchcraf t died in tha t h o m e 
when the fa ther died. The son took to fa rming. T h e three 
children in the home have procla imed their faith in Jesus 
Chris t . One of A l e y a m m a ' s neighbors now knows the 
Lord personally through her tes t imony and they have good 
prayer fellowship together . Othe r s in the c o m m u n i t y have 
been blessed by the t r i umphan t faith of this victorious 
woman. 
—Leoda Buckwalter 
Far East Broadcasting Associates—India 
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s taying at in L a n d o u r . W e got to know 
her be t te r as she c a m e to ou r r o o m 
f requent ly . Gai l had m a n y quest ions , 
and shared with us her life s tory. 
Gai l grew up in a h o m e in which her 
pa ren t s did not go to church , but sent 
their chi ldren to S u n d a y school. She 
had t augh t in a couple of schools a f t e r 
finishing college and t eache r ' s t ra in-
ing. Becoming restless, she began to 
t ravel and to s tudy yoga . Then she 
read abou t this med i t a t ion course and 
bough t a p lane t icket f r o m Aus t r a l i a 
to India . 
A f t e r comple t ing the full course on 
medi t a t ion she began a second one on 
her own. Dur ing one of the b reaks she 
met a Chr i s t i an who invited her home. 
T h r o u g h this Chr i s t i an contac t , she 
hea rd of Chr i s t , the only W a y . She 
also heard abou t a f o r m e r H i n d u 
Ind ian doc to r — a lady — who was Gail Mel lor with Mary H o k e 
This is jus t one of the " w o r l d 
t r ave l e r s " who have c o m e to India , 
hoping to find the answer in one of the 
" re l ig ions of the e a s t . " A f t e r giving 
t ime and m o r e t ime in med i t a t ion 
which ended only in deeper f rus t r a -
t ion, G o d used several of his fa i th fu l 
Indian chi ldren in br inging Gai l to find 
the only t rue peace which is found in 
Jesus Chr i s t . 
Even though we had no pa r t in her 
initial accep tance of Chr i s t , she wri tes 
to us as " m y dea r pa ren t s in ou r 
L o r d . " A s G o d ' s chi ldren, being led by 
His Spir i t , how wonde r fu l tha t G o d 
uses each of us as a " p o s t " or " b e a m " 
or " m o r t a r " or " s t o n e " in helping to 
build the body of Chr i s t . 
Liberation in Christ 
Mary Hoke 
A S Bill and I were leaving a session 
• " • o f the L a n d o u r Bible C o n f e r e n c e , I 
me t two y o u n g ladies at the door . 
Be tween sessions I was t ry ing to 
p r o m o t e the sales of " E a c h O n e Win 
O n e , " so I a sked t h e m if they had seen 
the b o o k , and p roceeded with my little 
sales t a lk . O n e of the girls said, " I ' l l 
t a k e t w o of t h e m . " 
T h e next m o r n i n g the s a m e y o u n g 
lady c a m e to m e and said, " T h a n k you 
for y o u r r e m a r k s when you sold m e 
those b o o k s last evening. T h e girl w h o 
w a s with m e w a s not a Chr i s t i an . I 
w a n t five m o r e to send to s o m e of my 
f r i ends and to t w o of the col leges 
which I a t t ended in Aus t r a l i a . I w a n t 
to get m o r e la ter , bu t r ight now I d o 
not have the m o n e y . " 
Need le s s to say, t ha t shor t conver-
sa t ion cheered my hear t and w a s 
r e m a r k a b l e in itself. But du r ing the 
next session of the C o n f e r e n c e she 
m a d e s o m e even m o r e r e m a r k a b l e 
s t a t e m e n t s . Fo l lowing a lec ture on 
d e m o n o l o g y and wi t chc ra f t , she told 
the g r o u p wha t she had seen and felt as 
she was a pa r t of a m e d i t a t i o n c a m p . 
F o r ten d a y s she had spent f r o m 4:30 
a . m . to 9:30 p .m . at the m e d i t a t i o n 
c a m p , with only a few brief inter-
m i s s i o n s . H e r d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e 
s c r e a m i n g and cry ing out which were 
uncon t ro l l ab l e , and the eerie d a r k n e s s 
of t he who le thing, defini tely verified 
t h a t t h e r e is d e m o n possess ion today , 
and tha t she wi tnessed it in t ha t 
m e d i t a t i o n c a m p . 
It w a s n ' t long b e f o r e she moved in to 
the s a m e b o a r d i n g house t ha t we were 
marve lous ly t r a n s f o r m e d by accept ing 
the " g i f t of G o d . " Gai l wanted to meet 
her and see if this was really t rue. S o 
she j o u r n e y e d across Ind ia and met 
this busy lady doc to r who took t ime 
to ins t ruct Gai l . By her life and words 
Ga i l was convinced and found the 
l iberat ion which comes a lone th rough 
believing in Chr i s t . 
W h e n we met Ga i l in L a n d o u r , she 
was v ibran t , spending hours in reading 
the W o r d and in p rayer . W h e n e v e r she 
went to the b a z a a r she was witnessing. 
Recent ly she w r o t e to us f r o m a 
Bible Schoo l in Banga lo re : 
T o d a y I met an A m e r i c a n w o m a n 
a n d he r h u s b a n d w h o h a v e been 
s tudy ing with a H i n d u teacher for over 
a year . S h e is a pa in te r and has spent 
m u c h t ime and energy in developing a 
style in Ind ian mytho log ica l paint ings . 
It was hor r ib le to see — so g ro t e sque 
a re those figures and wha t they sym-
bolize. It mus t grieve G o d . H e r young 
son is n a m e d Kr i shna . I b rough t h im 
over to play with the M a r t i n chi ldren 
and we a re p ray ing tha t bo th pa ren t s 
will c o m e over on T u e s d a y a f t e r n o o n . 
I t ' s difficult for o the r s to g r a s p this 
med i t a t i ona l search and its effects 
m a k e c o m m u n i c a t i o n difficult, bu t 
I ' m sure the Lord will p r e p a r e the way 
for us all to witness. 
S h e a lso wro t e tha t she con t inues to 
w r i t e l e t t e r s a n d send b o o k s t o 
Aus t r a l i a , and was glad tha t she could 
say her seventeen yea r old b r o t h e r was 
c o m i n g neare r to the p lace of hones ty 
and su r rende r . 
Mission Memos 
INDIA 
William and Mary Hoke plan to arrive 
home on furlough April 18, from the 
Allahabad Bible Seminary. 
ZAMBIA 
Merle Musser completed his Voluntary 
Service assignment at Macha Mission on 
April 1. He is traveling home via Europe 
with his brother Jay, planning to arrive in 
the USA May 2. 
RHODESIA 
Expected home on April 7 from their 
V o l u n t a r y S e r v i c e a s s i g n m e n t s in 
Rhodesia are Phyllis Engle (Matopo Book 
C e n t e r ) a n d M r s . K a t i e T y s o n 
(Youngways Hostel, Bulawayo). 
W H Y I D O N O T B E L I E V E 
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wholly out of t he supers t i t ious f ea r s 
which a re imp lan ted in his i m a g i n a -
t ion, no m a t t e r how ut te r ly his reason 
m a y reject t h e m . " 
H o l m e s was r ight to a ce r ta in ex-
tent , but I d o n ' t th ink it is a n y o n e ' s 
du ty to educa t e any m a n out of t he 
supers t i t ions deep - roo ted in his being. 
H e has to s t ruggle ou t of as m a n y 
supers t i t ions as he can , so they d o not 
ove rpower his sagac i ty . T h a t is how it 
is done . 
I d o n ' t th ink , nor do I hope , I will 
s u b m e r g e m y reason ing abil i ty in 
supers t i t ions because I have hea rd of 
m u r d e r in them; and I now reckon 
them as the mos t d i s a s t rous of all the 
social , men ta l and m o r a l and spi r i tua l 
ma lad i e s of the m o d e r n society. 
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Introduction to Zambia 
Third in a Series on 
Brethren in Christ Missions 
The Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia began in 1906, when a 
party of four left Bulawayo, capital of then Southern Rhodesia, 
and traveled north. The fou r— H. Frances Davidson, Adda Engle, 
Ndhlalambi (David) Moyo and Gomo Sibanda, made camp on a 
hill overlooking the Macha River, northwest o fChoma, on August 
17, 1906. 
Since those early beginnings, the church has grown to over 2,000 
communicants in 1973. The church is comprised of three districts: 
M A C H A D I S T R I C T administered by Sampson Mudenda, 
S I K A L O N G O D I S T R I C T administered by William Silungwe, 
and C E N T R A L D I S T R I C T administered by Bishop H. Frank 
Kipe. This third district was recently created to include Brethren in 
Christ people who move out of the Choma area, as well as the 
areas of new outreach, primarily along the Livingstone-Ndola 
road. 












^ . i v i n g s t o n e 
i f u e 
THE CHURCH'S OUTREACH 
A Senior Executive Officer in the Ministry 
of Education, Ammon Mweetwa and family 
were recently transferred north to the 
"Copperbel t" region. They are seeking to 
organize a church in Luanshya. 
On a similar educational assignment in Mpika 
(northeast of Lusaka), Frey Mweetwa and family 
are making contacts with Brethren in Christ people 
in the vicinity. 
Plans are moving forward in the development of a 
church in Lusaka, the capital city of Zambia. 
INSTITUTIONS SERVING THE CHURCH 
Choma Bible Institute (at Sikalongo) 
Choma Bookroom 
Macha Mission Hospital 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital (Clinic) 
Choma Secondary School 
Macha Secondary School 
. V i c t o r i a 
F a l l s 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
Box 149, E l i zabe th town , Pa . 17022 
R o u t e 1, Stevensvil le, O n t a r i o , C a n a d a 
Brethren in Christ Missions Directory 
M I S S I O N S 
Rhodesia 
Bishop's Office: P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia, Africa 
Edna M. Switzer 
Field Secretary & Education Secretary: 
P.O. Box 223, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Carl V. Ginder 
Ekuphilenl Bible Institute: P.B. M-5218, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Luke L. Keefer 
Bible Institute Extension Centre: P.B. 
M-5218, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk 
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 1219, Bula-
wayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Pyke* 
Matopo Book Centre: P.O. Box 554, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Ginder 
Rev. and Mrs. Chester Wingert* 
Mrs. Jesse Lady* 
Steven Lehman* 
Elsie G. Sheffer* 
Matopo Secondary School: Private Bag 
T-5391, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Daryl Climenhaga* 
Ellen Hoover 
Dorothy M. Martin 
Lois Jean Sider 
Mtshabez! Mission: Private Bag M-5216, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 





Mtshabezl Mission Hospital: Private Bag 
M-5211, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Earl E. Hess 
Phumula Mission Hospital: Private Bag 
T-5407, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Roy H. Mann* 
Wanezl Mission: Private Bag S-5367, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Potteiger 
Loraine Buckwalter 
Anna Graybill 




Youngways Hostel (for missionary 
children): 40 Leander Avenue, Hillside, 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Carl V. Ginder 
Esther Hennigh* 
Zambia 
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 
115, Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Bishop and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe 
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 425, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern 
Choma Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Marshall S. Poe 
Fannie Longenecker 
Choma Bible Institute Extension Centre: 
P.O. Box 131, Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Fredric L. Holland 
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Brubaker 
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Bulgrien 
Mr. and Mrs. David Barr* 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Horst* 
Anna Kettering 
Mr. and Mrs. Lome Ruegg* 
SECOND QUARTER, 1974 
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 83, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Walter Long* 
Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Mr. and Mrs. Adrianus deHaan* 
Macha Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 340, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Z. Bert 
Lois Book 
Mary E. Heisey 
Shirley A. Heisey 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Long* 
Arlene Miller* 
Laverne K. Musser* 
Eileen Sherk* 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Zacharias* 
Macha Secondary School: Private Bag 15xc 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Mary Olive Lady 
Edith E. Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Sider* 
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma 
Zambia, Africa 
Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker 
Slkalongo Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Ann McEwen 
India 
Banmankhl Mission: P.O. Banmankhi, N.E. 
Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India 854-
202 
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey R. Sider 
Madhlpura Mission: P.O. Madhipura, N.E. 
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India 
852-113 
Dr. and Mrs. Henry L. Kreider 
Leora Yoder 
Purnea Mission: P.O. Box 6, Purnea, Dt. 
Purnea, Bihar, India 854301 
Rev. and Mrs. James R. Cober 
Other Ministries—India: 
FEBA: B-4/A, Kailash Colony, New Delhi, 
India 110048 
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter 
Allahabad Bible Seminary, 20 Stanley 
Road, Allahabad 2, U P., India 211002 
Rev. and Mrs. William R. Hoke 
12/A Underhill Lane, Delhi 6, India 
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith 
Japan 
General Superintendent's Residence: 
309-15, 4 Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, 
Tokyo, Japan 187 
Rev. and Mrs. John W. Graybill 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Graybill* 
Cho shoji, Nishiichi, Toyota Cho, Toyoura 
Gun, Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan 750-04 
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin E. Zook 
Nicaragua 
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 
Rev. and Mrs. Walter J. Kelly 
Rev. and Mrs. Bert Sider 
El Instituto de Lengua Espanola, 
Apartado 10240, San Jose, Costa Rica 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Musser 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Heise* 
M I S S I O N A R I E S ON FURLOUGH 
Velma Brillinger, Gormley, Ontario, Can-
ada L0H1G0 
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker, Box 
50, Grantham, Pa. 17027 
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy, R. 6, Lan-
caster, Pa. 17603 
Marilyn Ebersole, 604 W. Main St., Palmyra, 
Pa. 17078 
Ruth E. Hock, 27 N. Queen, Shippens-
burg, Pa. 17257 
Anna Marie Hoover, 3864 W. State Rte. 718, 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
Virginia Kauffman, 11385 First Ave., Hes-
peria, Calif. 92345 
Martha Lady, c /o C. A. Lady, Rt. 1, Abi-
lene, Kansas 67410 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Mann, Box 4, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027 
Eva Mae Melhorn, 3374 Druck Valley Rd., 
York, Pa. 17402 
Barbara Stansfield, 164 Glenwood Dr., 
Ashland, Ohio 44805 
Doris Stern, 814 Maple Ave., DuBois, 
Pa. 15801 
M I S S I O N S 
Canada 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 
Timber Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0 
Rev. and Mrs. Ron Bowman 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald B. Albrecht 
Alice Farthing 




Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Stickley 
Judy Stutzman* 
United States 
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) 
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457 
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin J. Book 





Spring Lake Retreat 
R. R. 1, Box 361, Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel F. Minter* 
Labish Village, Salem, Ore. 
4383 Dover Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hoffman 
Jeff Boyer* 
Mr. and Mrs. Verle Brubaker* 
Mike D. Frey* 
New Mexico (Navajo Mission) 
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413 
Dr. and Mrs. Marion J. Heisey 





Erma R. Hess* 
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Hess 
Mr. and Mrs. Oren Hofstetter* 
Janet E. Oberholtzer* 
Joyce Musser* 
June Musser* 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin K. Stoner 
Kathleen Thuma 
Mr. and Mrs. John David Zimmerman* 
Interpreter—John Peter Yazzie 
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel) 
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif. 
94110 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Hill, Supt. 
Iris Blackketter* 
Mary Ann Harnish* 
Mary Ellen Hege* 
Diane Mellinger* 
Judy Thrush* 
San Francisco (Life Line Mission) 




M I S S I O N C H U R C H E S 
Canada 
Paddockwood (North Star Mission) 
Rev. Howard Rensberry 
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada) 
Virglniatown 
Virginiatown, Ont., Canada 
No appointment at present 
United States 
Allisonla (Farris Mines) 
Allisonia, Va. 24310 
Rev. Paul Smucker 
(Hillsville, Va. 24343) 
Blalrs Mills 
Blairs Mills, Pennsylvania 
Rev. Will iam Swartz 
(Miffl intown, Pa., R. 2, Box 243, 17059) 
Blandburg 
Blandburg, Pa. 16619 
Rev. Harry L. Ritchey 
(R. 2, Box 179, Everett, Pa. 15537) 
Brooklyn 
225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225 
Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Loney 
Callaway (Adney Gap) 
Callaway, Va. 24067 
Rev. Larry Strouse 
Columbia (Milierfields) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Edgar Giles 
(R. 3, Columbia, Ky. 42728) 
Dayton 
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 
Rev. Ohmer U. Herr 
(R. 1, Box 241, Clayton, Ohio 45315) 
DeRossett 
R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583 
Rev. Irving Parker 
Garlln (Bioomington) 
Columbia, Ky. 42728 
Rev. Abraham Becker 
(Sano Rt., Box 333C) 
Hlllman (Maple Grove) 
Hillman, Michigan 49746 
Rev. Earl Miller 
(R. 1, Mio, Mich. 48647) 
Hillsville (Bethel) 
Hillsville, Va. 
Rev. Paul Smucker 
(R. 4, Hillsville, Va. 24343) 
Hunlock Creek 
Hunlock Creek, Pa. 
Rev. Ross Morningstar 
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603) 
Ickesburg (Saville) 
Ickesburg, Pa. 
Rev. Milford Brubaker 
(R. 1, Ickesburg, Pa. 17037) 
KnUley (Knifley Chapel) 
Knifley, Ky. 42753 
Appointment pending 
Llewellyn 
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944 
Rev. Larry Steffee (Box 117) 
Mt. Holly Springs 
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065 
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner 
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027) 
Salem (Labish Community Church) 
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 
Rev. Art Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.) 
Sheboygan 
1325 Carl Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 53081 
Rev. Tyrus R. Cobb 
Unlontown (Searights) 
Uniontown, Pa. 15401 
Rev. Wm. H. Martin 
(Box 67, Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422) 
E X T E N S I O N C H U R C H E S 
Canada 
Dellsle (Community Chapel) 
Delisle, Sask., Canada 
Robert Climenhaga (Box 212) 
Hamilton (Ridgemount) 
Cor. of Jameston and Caledon Sts. 
Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
Rev. John Schock 
(288 Caledon Ave., Hamilton 51, Ont.) 
Saskatoon (Massey Place) 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 
Rev. Douglas Sider (1 Malta Crescent) 
United States 
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue) 
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. Marvin Keller 
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221) 
Campbellsvllle 
Campbellsville, Ky. 42718 
Rev. Norman Channel (102 Hord St.) 
Cincinnati (Western Hills Church) 
2815 Robert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 
Appointment pending 
Des Moines (Oak Park) 
Rev. Harold Jackson (3840 W. 14th St., 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313) 
Dublin (Highland Park) 
Dublin, Va. 
Rev. Orvin White 
(R. 4, Box 226-A, Hillsville, Va 24343) 
Hanover (Conewago) 
301 Maple Avenue, Hanover, Pa. 17331 
Rev. Kenneth Reid 
(212 Krug Ave.) 
Harrisburg (Bellevue Park) 
2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, Pa. 
Rev. John K. Stoner 
(1803 Mulberry St., 17104) 
Harrisburg (Skyline View) 
7733 Hillcrest Ave., Harrisburg, Pa. 
Rev. LeRoy B. Walters 
(7717 Hillcrest Ave. 17112) 
McMlnnvllle (Rolling Acres Community 
Church) 
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111 
Rev. Gerald Wingert (401 Pace St.) 
Moreno 
Moreno, Calif. 92360 
Rev. Samuel Fisher 
(13831 Redlands Blvd.) 
Ontario 
1205 Baker Ave., Ontario, Calif. 91762 
Rev. Aaron H. Stern (1549 Bonita Court) 
Orlando 
745 Holden Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32809 
Rev. Maurice Bender (741 Holden Ave.) 
Phoneton 
Phoneton, Ohio 45355 
Rev. Elam O. Dohner (Box 95) 
Roanoke (Valley View) 
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr., 
N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24019 
Rev. Rupert Turman 
(509 Elden Ave., N.E., 24019) 
Smlthvllle (Pomeroy Chapel) 
Smithville, Tenn. 37166 
Rev. David P. Buckwalter (R. 3) 
C H R I S T I A N SERVICE M I N I S T R I E S 
"Other personnel serving in Voluntary 
Service are listed under the unit to which as-
signed in other departments of the 
DIRECTORY. 
Serving Under MCC 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Charlton, Ecole 
Secondaire Protestante, B.P. 82, Buta, 
Province du Haut—Zaire, Republique 
du Zaire 
Mr. and Mrs. Millard Engle, Edwaleni 
Secondary School, P.O. Box 41, Nhlan-
gano, Swaziland 
Carolyn Feese, Mennonite Service Unit, 
c /o Emmanuel Community Center, 1308 
Rose St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45210 
Lucille Heise, Mennonite Service Unit, 
Appalachia Regional Hospital, McDowell, 
Ky. 41647 
Beth Heisey, MCC, P.O. Box 2238, Jebel 
Amman, Amman, Jordan 
Nancy R. Heisey, B.P. 81, Kikwit, Republic 
du Zaire 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Keller, Private Bag 1, 
David Livingstone Teacher Training 
College, Livingstone, Zambia 
Mr. and Mrs. John Metzler, Chipembi 
Girl's School, P.O. Box 18 Chisamba, 
Zambia 
Harry Nigh, 632 Pape Ave., Toronto, Ontario 
M4K3S1 
Lois Thuma, Mennonite Service Unit, 
Appalachia Regional Hospital, McDowell, 
Ky. 41647 
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Wolgemuth, I.M.E. 
Kimpese, via Kinshasa, Republique 
deZaire 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Yoder, MCC, 
Jalan Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java, 
Indonesia 
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Zercher, A.I.M. 
—Oicha, B.P. 73, Beni via Goma, Zaire 
S E L F - S U P P O R T I N G 
M I S S I O N A R Y A S S O C I A T E S 
Rev. and Mrs. Lamar F. Fretz, D.L.T.T.C., 
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia, Africa 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stuebing, P.O. Box 
R.W. 133, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER 
AND SUPPORTED BY 
OTHER O R G A N I Z A T I O N S 
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, 210 82nd 
St., Holmes Beach, Fla. 33510 (Encoun-
ter Ministries, Inc.) 
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West 
Indies (Unevangelized Fields Mission) 
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, 
Devenish St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, 
0002 South Africa (Sponsored by 
The Evangelical Alliance Mission) 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Haines, Edinburgh 
Mission Medical Hospital, P.O. Box 11, 
Nazareth, Israel (Mennonite Board ot 
Missions) 
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Banga-
lore 560005, India (Youth lor Christ) 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Musser, Box 7, 
Musoma, Tanzania, East Africa (Eastern 
Mennonite Board) 
Rev. and Mrs. John Pawelski, El Salva-
dor, Zacatecas, Mexico (Mexican Evan-
gelistic Mission) 
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas, 
Mexico (Evangelical Methodist Church) 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Ressler, Cen-
tral Alaskan Missions, Inc., Glennallen, 
Alaska 99588 
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito, 
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican Evan-
gelistic Mission) 
Brenda Wolgemuth, 5112 LeMans Dr. F11, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46205 (Campus Cru-
sade for Christ International) 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wolgemuth, China-
meca, Ver. Mexico (Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators) 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
PERSONNEL SERVING IN 
BRETHREN IN C H R I S T 
I N S T I T U T I O N S 
Messiah Children's Home 
R. 1, Mount Joy, Pa. 17552 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sider 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 17027 
Daniel Bulgrien 
Wesley S. Lovelace 
Ronald Musser 
Mile High Pines Youth Camp 
Angelus Oaks, Calif. 92305 
Michael E. Myers 
Robert Nigh 
MEN IN C IV IL IAN ALTERNATE 
(1-W) SERVICE 
As reported by their Pastors to 
Christian Service Ministries Office 
Lester Stence, Norristown State Hospital; 
1801 Laura Lane, Apt. B-9, Norristown, 
Pa. 19401 
Mistakes of the First Easter 
Harry W. Buckwalter 
T O A S T E R is no mistake. Tha t is 
- ^ s e t t l e d . S o m e people made mis-
t akes about it. S o m e still do. The 
enemy hates Eas te r and has done all in 
his power to deny the resurrection of 
Chr is t . Fail ing in tha t , he is doing all 
he can to minimize and paganize it 
until there is little left of its original 
meaning . T h e mis takes of that first 
Eas te r have impor t an t lessons for us 
today. 
The First Mistake 
They were looking for a dead Christ. 
Those who went to the t o m b early in 
the morn ing did so expecting to see a 
corpse. They were surprised to see the 
t o m b open and empty . So, added to 
their sorrow was f rus t ra t ion . There 
would have been some sat isfact ion if 
they could have had one last look into 
the lifeless face of the O n e who had 
done so much for them, but now only 
an empty t omb . 
T o m a n y p r o f e s s i n g C h r i s t i a n s 
today Chr is t is only an empty tomb. 
They know Chris t only as a theo-
logical concept . They give menta l 
assent to the fact of the resurrection 
and subscribe to the doctr ines of the 
church, but Chr is t is nothing more to 
them than ano ther man in history. 
Even some ecclesiastical leaders of 
today have been so blinded by the 
enemy ' s s m o k e screen that they can 
hardly see in Jesus anything more than 
a pious Jew who was killed by Pont ius 
Pilate. A s to His resurrect ion they do 
not know. N o wonder so many church 
m e m b e r s have no vital Chr is t ian ex-
perience. Chr is t to them is only the 
head of a grea t movemen t called 
Chr is t iani ty . They have joined this 
movemen t because it is popular , but, 
like many others of that first Easter , 
they a re not seriously concerned if H e 
actual ly did rise f r o m the dead, and 
much less concerned abou t personally 
meet ing H i m . 
The Second Mistake 
They did not believe those who had 
seen Him. When the repor t c a m e that 
the t o m b was empty and that certain 
ones had actually seen H i m and talked 
with H i m , they would not believe. 
T h e disciples were in the upper 
room discussing the events of the day 
( L u k e 24:36-40) and the repor ts of 
those who had seen H i m and had 
ta lked with H im. Deeply puzzled over 
those appearances they became aware 
that he was s tanding in their midst. 
Then they were frightened, for they 
thought they were seeing a spirit. Then 
Christ spoke to them: " P e a c e be unto 
you. Why are ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? behold 
my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself: Handle me, and see: for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me h a v e . " Even then " t h e y 
believed not for j o y . " Perhaps we are 
no better. If any one has a vital 
experience with the living Christ , we 
are inclined to hold back, and in our 
minds ask, " I s it real?" 
T h o m a s was the most ar t iculate in 
his unbelief: " I cannot believe until I 
actually touch H i m . " Then, af ter 
T h o m a s had t ime to think it over, 
Jesus stood before him and looking 
him in the eye said, " T h o m a s , reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands, and reach hither thy hand, and, 
thrust it into my side: and be not faith-
less, but believing." Suddenly T h o m a s 
became " a shouting Me thod i s t " for he 
exclaimed, M y Lord and my God. 
Chris t had become a living personality 
to him. Mul t i tudes since then have 
believed without seeing and have had a 
" T h o m a s exper ience." This is where 
faith comes in: "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Chris t and thou shalt be saved." 
The Third Mistake 
The Jewish leaders bribed the 
Roman guard to lie about the resurrec-
But we have to admit our need of 
the riches of Chris t . The rich do not 
need riches. Chris t still sends the rich 
away empty. It is the poor in spirit, the 
inadequate , the dest i tute (admit t ing 
t h e i r s in a n d g u i l t , l o n e l i n e s s , 
weakness and despair) who will come 
to Chris t to be enriched. 
But let us be clear what Chr is t ' s 
offer is. It is not something mechanical 
by which we are made perfect in a 
moment , but something organic, a 
new birth, with a new life which will 
tion. This lie has prevailed to the 
present day a m o n g the Jews and the 
M o h a m m e d a n s , and others. There are 
cults today who hedge a round the 
glorious truth with fantas t ic and weird 
explanat ions, but any rat ional and 
honest person has no difficulty in 
detecting the deception. Even some 
so called evangelical theologians in 
their teaching circumvent the resurrec-
t ion; but un to ld t h o u s a n d s have 
proved the reality of the resurrection 
in their own experience. 
The Fourth Mistake 
They did not believe their Scriptures. 
Two disciples were on their way to 
E m m a u s on that first Easter day and 
were seriously discussing the s t range 
events of that morn ing when Chr is t 
appeared by their side incognito. He 
asked them why they were sad and 
what they were discussing. When one 
of t h e m exp la ined the i r d i l e m m a 
about the resurrection H e answered, 
" O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: 
ought not Chris t to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His g lory?" 
Then H e opened to them the Scrip-
tures until their hear ts burned within 
them. 
God has not left us in the da rk , but 
has given us a full length port ra i t of 
His Son in the Holy Scr iptures . Let us 
read it with the interest we read other 
books and not be guilty of making the 
mis takes of the first Easter . 
develop; not a spectacular emot ional 
experience which will fade like a 
blossom, but a profound change of 
outlook and charac te r which will ripen 
like fruit ; not a superficial happiness 
with no tears, but a deep joy, together 
with a life of conflict, service and pain. 
Above all, it is a life (and an eternity 
too) spent both in exploring and in 
experiencing the unsearchable riches 
of Chris t . 
—John R. W. Stott (Reprinted from The 
A Hiance Witness). 
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Religious News 
Church "Bunches" Sunday Services; 
Driving Time Cut, Attendance Up 
A Chris t ian and Missionary Alliance 
church in New York City launched an 
experiment last April , shift ing its Sunday 
school f rom 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and moving 
up its Sunday night service f rom 7 o'clock 
to 3 p .m. 
By doing this, First All iance church thus 
bunched all its Sunday services between 
10:45 a .m. and 4:15 p.m. — with nearly 2 
hours available in the noon period for 
" f e l l o w s h i p , d i n n e r t o g e t h e r " a n d 
meetings. At tendance has increased under 
the new plan. 
The Rev. Eugene Quinn McGee, pastor 
of First Alliance, said the plan is working 
"beau t i fu l l y . " It proved to be an unex-
pected blessing with the appearance of the 
fuel shor tage and " W i n t e r " Daylight 
Saving Time. 
United Church Conservatives 
Call for Orthodoxy 
A s ta tement of concern prepared by 
conservatives within the United Church of 
C a n a d a , is a call to C a n a d a ' s largest 
P r o t e s t a n t d e n o m i n a t i o n to " n a i l an 
or thodox flag to the m a s t , " according to 
the Rev. Leslie K. Ta r r . 
Rev. Ta r r , adminis t ra tor of Centra l 
Baptist Seminary here, said the s ta tement 
has fifteen aff i rmat ions challenging the 
church to reaffirm the "Chr i s t i an faith in a 
si tuation of widespread confusion and 
uncer ta in ty ." 
M o r e than 30 signatories to the "F i f teen 
Af f i rma t ions" explain in their introduc-
t ion: " W e a re conce rned t ha t m a n y 
pronouncements made in the name of the 
Uni ted Church of C a n a d a — whether 
officially or not — have been giving the 
impression that our church has com-
promised its theological integrity and 
casually ignored essential beliefs." 
T h e release at the beginning of lent was 
"on ly the opening salvo," T a r r wrote in 
The Toronto Star. Copies of the document 
were mailed to every Uni ted Church of the 
Dominion — several thousand of them. A 
second series of s ignatures is invited and 
those s ignatures will be received until April 
30. 
Minister Pre-records Message to be 
Played Following the Rapture 
"Th i s is a chaot ic and confusing time. 
Mill ions of people have mysteriously dis-
appeared , and I am one of t h e m . " 
S o states Pas tor Vernon C. Lyons, 
p a s t o r of C h i c a g o ' s A s h b u r n Bapt is t 
Church , in a pre-recorded videotape to be 
televized af ter the rap ture of the Church . 
Ti t led, "Mi l l ions Are Miss ing," the 13-
minute tape has been delivered to represen-
tatives of N B C , C B S and A B C in Chicago 
w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r use a f t e r t he 
c a t a c l y s m i c p r o p h e t i c e v e n t o c c u r s , 
described by the Baptist preacher . Pastor 
Lyons appears weekly on the " N e w Life" 
telecast in Chicago and other cities. 
10 
Japan Catholic Population Up, 
Protestants Down 
The R o m a n Cathol ic population of 
J a p a n increased in 1973 and Protes tant 
membership dropped slightly, according to 
Christ Weekly magazine. Cathol ic mem-
bership stands at 375,605; Protestants : 
722,395. 
Lebanon Policy Shift Ousts 
Christians From Many Posts 
Warnings have been sounded in Beirut 
that a controversy over shifts in some top 
level civil service posts in Lebanon f rom 
Chris t ians to Musl ims may develop into a 
serious political crisis. 
Camil le Chamoun , the former president 
who is leader of the Nat ional Liberal 
P a r t y , has cha rged tha t the loss of 
positions traditionally held by Maroni te 
Catholics, the country 's largest Christ ian 
group, was t an tamount to " l iquida t ing" 
the communi ty . 
The president is always a Maroni te , the 
premier a Sunni Musl im, and the speaker 
of Par l iament , a Shiite Musl im. 
Korean Christians Issue 
Appeal to Americans 
In the face of increasing intimidation, 
arrests and imprisonment , South Korean 
Chris t ians and students have issued urgent 
appeals to Amer icans to help alleviate the 
police state conditions that have prevailed 
since President Park Chung Hee ' s January 
8 "emergency measures ." 
A South Korean clergy and laity group, 
in a s ta tement addressed to U.S . Chris-
tians, said, " W e solicit your ardent prayers 
f o r y o u r K o r e a n b r o t h e r s w h o a r e 
struggling for democracy and freedom of 
faith. W e need your strong encouragement 
and support more than ever ." 
Once-Largest Concordia Opens 
With 78 Seminary Students 
Spring quar ter at Concordia Theologi-
cal Seminary opened in St. Louis with 78 
students, as compared with more than 700 
enrolled in years before the Lutheran 
Church-Missour i Synod doctr inal dispute. 
M o r e than 400 f o r m e r C o n c o r d i a 
students are enrolled in a seminary-in-exile 
using borrowed classroom space at St. 
Louis University, a Cathol ic institution, 
and Eden Theological Seminary of the 
United Church of Chris t . 
The major i ty in the denominat ion favor 
literal interpretat ion of the Bible and they 
control Concordia . The minority believes 
that the Bible may not be historically 
accura te on every point and has formed 
" S e m i n e x , " a "seminary-in-exi le ." 
Missioner Reports From Famine Belt: 
'Babies Are Dying By the Score!' 
T h e dreaded onslaught of mass starva-
tion and epidemics in the sub-Sahara 
" f a m i n e bel t" of Afr ica " h a s ar r ived," 
according to a letter received from a 
Southern Baptist missionary stationed in 
that area. 
"Babies are dying by the score!" the 
missionary wrote. Excerpts of his letter 
were reported to Baptist Press by Car l W. 
Tiller, associate general secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance here. 
The missionary said that babies were 
being found dead every day in clusters of 
cornstalk sheds where displaced persons 
f rom villages further north are now living. 
Three dead babies were found in one day in 
one section, six died in another . 
"Na tu ra l ly , this is only a d rop in the 
bucket for there are at least 1,500 of these 
l i t t l e b r u s h s h e d s , " t h e m i s s i o n a r y 
reported. 
Bible Sales Booming 
Bible sales in Sudan Interior Mission 
bookstores across Af r ica increased steadi-
ly during 1973, according to year-end 
reports. 
In the Accra store, which sells only 
Bibles and Christ ian books, sales soared 
400 percent throughout the year. 
To meet the anticipated demand for 
Bibles and Christ ian books this year in 
Ghana , S I M is increasing stock in the 
Accra and C a p e Coas t stores, and plan-
ning to open a third store in the city of 
Kumasi , the center of the country ' s vast 
t imbe r indus t ry and si te of G h a n a ' s 
University of Science and Technology. 
Global Jewish Population: 14,370,650 
T h e world Jewish populat ion is es-
t imated at 14,370,650, according to the 
Amer ican Jewish Year Book, whose 1973 
edition has just been published. There are 
approximately 6,115,000 Jews in the U.S . , 
more than in any other country. 
These est imates were compiled by Leon 
Shapiro, Associate Professor of Russian 
and Soviet Jewish History at Rutgers 
University, who compiled the overseas 
demographic data , and Alvin Chenkin, 
Supervisor, Statistics Unit , Counci l of 
Jewish Federat ions and Welfare Funds, 
who assembled the figures on the U.S . 
Af te r the United States, countries with 
the largest Jewish populat ions are: Soviet 
U n i o n , 2,648,000; I s rae l , 2 ,723,000; 
F r a n c e , 550,000; A r g e n t i n a , 500,000; 
Grea t Britain, 410,000; and Canada , 305,-
000. Fif ty-one percent of world Jewry is 
located in Nor th , Cent ra l and South 
Amer ica , 28 percent in Europe, 19 percent 
in Asia, 1.5 percent in Afr ica , and 0.5 
percent in Austral ia and New Zealand. 
88% of High School Students 
Polled Believe 
Public Officials Dishonest 
A national survey has revealed that 88 
percent of Amer ican high school students 
think public officials are dishonest in some 
way. 
Forty percent of the 74,000 high school 
students who responded to a poll said they 
believed " m o s t public officials are dis-
honest in some way . " Ano the r 48 percent 
said they thought " m a n y but not m o s t " 
were dishonest. 
The survey by Scholast ic Magazine , 
through its Nat ional Inst i tute of Student 
O p i n i o n , found tha t only 12 pe rcen t 
thought " n o n e " were dishonest. 
Evangelical Visitor 
I 
They have come from Florida and Saskatchewan, from Hong Kong and 
Pennsylvania. They have come from Ontario, too. They like what they 
have found at Niagara Christian College — NCC for short. They give 
glimpses of 
Life along the Niagara 
This is my second yea r here at N C C . I guess the m a j o r 
f ac to r inf luencing my c o m i n g to school here is the 
Chr i s t i an fe l lowship. S ince the school isn't large it gives a 
person a be t t e r c h a n c e to get to know the o ther s tudents , 
t han if you were in a publ ic school . Also the t eachers a r e 
f r iendly and help you in t imes of t roubles . T h e big 
d i f fe rence in the t e a c h e r s here is t ha t they have a concern 
for t he s t u d e n t ' s e d u c a t i o n and spir i tual s tanding . 
Eve ry th ing he re is d o n e with a spi r i tual emphas i s . W e 
a lways s ta r t o u r spo r t s p r o g r a m s with prayer and give G o d 
the credi t fo r ou r p e r f o r m a n c e s . 
J i m R o y e r 
O r l a n d o , F lo r ida 
G r a d e 11 
The principal, the teachers and all the staff in the school 
give us great encouragement. They are quite different from 
those in most of the so-called Christian Colleges in Hong 
Kong, in which the teachers as well as the principal are 
pagans themselves. In this school, we can experience the 
true love in Christ which is greater than all kinds of love in 
this world. I really thank God that I can study here and 
work for H i m in a foreign country. What a blessing it is to 
be able to bear the cross of Jesus and take this glad message 
to the hearts of darkness. 
Jennifer Yau 
East Kowloon, Hong Kong 
Grade 13 
I have c o m e to love N i a g a r a Chr i s t i an Col lege. I still 
c a n ' t get over the fac t t ha t s o m e of my classes a re opened 
with p r a y e r and t h a t one per iod per day is set aside to 
w o r s h i p G o d . T h e fe l lowship with o ther Chr i s t i an girls on 
d o r m is s o m e t h i n g I never d r e a m e d possible. 
Even t hough I miss my h o m e very much , being here has 
given m e a g r e a t e r a p p r e c i a t i o n for my fami ly and has a lso 
resul ted in d r a w i n g m e closer to the Lord . 
N C C has been a g o o d exper ience for me. T h e L o r d has 
t a u g h t m e m a n y th ings and I a m jus t t rus t ing H i m to teach 
m e m o r e as I live each d a y for H i m . 
S u s a n C r a w f o r d 
Belleville, O n t a r i o 
G r a d e 11 
completing Grade 12 next year and am looking forward to 
more challenges and new goals. 
Ruth Showalter 
Lebanon, P a . 1 7 0 4 2 
Grade 11 
T h e school has m e a n t a lot to m e especially in the way of 
f r iends . In t imes when m o s t young people a re tu rn ing f r o m 
G o d it is good to have f r iends w h o a re also fighting on 
G o d ' s side. M o s t of these f r iends I have now will be las t ing 
f r iends since a large m a j o r i t y of t hem a re f r o m the 
Bre thren in Chr i s t C h u r c h , and in f u t u r e years at C a m p 
meet ing or C o n f e r e n c e it will be nice to have f r i ends like 
this. 
Look ing at the o ther side of school life besides the 
spir i tual , m a n y add i t iona l benef i ts can be apprec i a t ed . T h e 
school has given me a c h a n c e to be involved both in mus ic 
and spor ts . S p o r t s have a lways been a big pa r t of my life 
and life at N C C provides m e with a lot of involvement in 
soccer , baske tba l l , hockey and b a d m i n t o n . P rac t i c ing and 
playing on these school t e a m s occupies mos t of my spa re 
t ime which I en joy m o r e than any th ing else. 
R o b e r t L o f t h o u s e 
Wainf lee t , O n t a r i o 
G r a d e 13 
I came to N C C at the tender age of fifteen. Being used to 
my close family communion 2,500 miles away didn't make 
it easy at first to depend solely on my own feet, but as the 
days drew into weeks I experienced the satisfaction of 
thinking and doing things for myself. I found myself 
spending many hours talking over difficulties on the river 
bank or in the comfort of a friend's room. Often we 
gathered for prayer and the Lord began to show us His will 
for our lives. 
M y appreciation of schooling under Christian teachers 
can't be over-emphasized. There have been times when 
they've given me needed encouragement in both secular and 
spiritual areas. Also it's been a great help having them 
present Christian views in their classes. 
Bev Heise 
Timber Bay, Saskatchewan 
Grade 13 
There is more than one advantage to the small student 
body at N C C . Because there is less competition for taking a 
part in extra-curricular activities, it is easy to get involved 
in many areas of school life that you enjoy. Three such 
areas are sports, music, and drama club that was started 
last year. M y involvement in the music program has come to 
mean more-than just an extra-curricular activity to me. M y 
experience in a singing group has helped me to grow 
socially and spiritually as well as musically. 
Living away from home encourages responsibility and the 
experience on dorm has taught me a lot about living with 
others peaceably. 
I plan to continue my education here at N C C by 
Niagara Christian College is a private co-educational 
Christian high school near Fort Erie, Ontario (just across 
the Niagara River from Buffalo, N. Y.). 
It is a fully accredited high school with boarding 
facilities. It is owned and operated by the Canadian 
Conference and the General Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Students interested in more information should write to 
Niagara Christian College 
Route I 
Fort Erie, Ontario 
Canada L2A 5M4 






O E I N G C O N F U S E D in the story 
of the G o o d Shepherd , my three-
year-old son asked: " M o m m y , was the 
sheep or the shepherd in the moun-
ta ins?" This brought to my mind how 
as Chr i s t i ans we have the responsibili-
ty for telling o thers of Chris t . W e must 
go where the lost sheep are to be 
found. T h a t ' s what we did in our 
Ne ighborhood Bible School . 
A t o u r S u n d a y S c h o o l B o a r d 
m e e t i n g t h e i d e a of h a v i n g a 
Ne ighborhood Bible School was aired. 
Knowing that it is not hard to ga ther a 
crowd at one ' s house, part icularly if 
one lives in a development , a couple of 
us strongly favored the idea. A com-
mit tee was appointed to work on the 
plan but decided against it on the 
g rounds that it was too much work, 
and we had too little experience. When 
the t ime c a m e to appoin t a superinten-
dent for our annual Vacat ion Bible 
School , our pas tor told us that no one 
would t ake the job . Teachers and 
helpers were hard to find and our 
number s were dwindling. It looked as 
though we were not going to have 
Bible school at all. I suggested that 
ra ther than have no Bible school, why 
not try a Ne ighborhood Bible School? 
I was appointed super intendent and 
was told that the congregat ion would 
sponsor any effort made . 
As super in tendent , I ta lked with 
and asked persons who were qualified 
and free dur ing the day, to teach or to 
help with the classes. I found six, 
including myself. It was new and 
Nancy is a member of the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church and superintendent 
of their Neighborhood Bible School. 
a d v e n t u r e s o m e and we were not 
flooded with volunteers to help in the 
effort . W e organized for five classes at 
five different sites — all located in 
highly developed areas, where the 
children were. The students walked or 
rode bicycles. W e did not t ranspor t 
children in cars or buses. 
A meeting was held to talk of ideas 
and to construct some kind of fo rma t 
to follow in our classes. W e elected to 
have chorus singing and an opening 
story or object lesson pertaining to the 
Bible lesson of that day. W e incor-
porated Bible drills and quizzes. W e 
decided on a five days school — 
Monday through Friday. W e did not 
schedule an offering in our Bible 
school since we did not know how 
successful this project would be. (A 
miss ion p ro jec t with c o m p e t i t i o n 
a m o n g the classes might be tried 
another year.) A craf t period followed 
the Bible lesson and application. W e 
made stuffed animals — the animals 
being associated with a Bible story. 
The costs were minimal . O u r expenses 
were no more than $15. Class size 
ranged f rom 12 to 24. Ten o'clock 
seemed to be the most convenient t ime 
for everyone. Classes closed around 
eleven thirty. 
Classes were held at the convenience 
of the teacher and the mother of the 
house. W e found that the mother as 
t e a c h e r is ideal . S h e k n o w s the 
children she is contact ing; she knows 
their needs, their home life, and their 
spiritual background. If the mother of 
the h o m e is not able to do the 
teaching, a teacher will travel each day 
to a class. O n e or more helpers should 
assist with g roup singing, a t tendance 
figures, and craf ts . 
H o w d i d w e a n n o u n c e t h e 
Neighborhood Bible School? In each 
case the children at whose home the 
class was to meet would m a k e simple 
invitations out of construct ion paper 
telling the what, when, and where. The 
invitation also told the children to 
bring a pillow or something to sit on 
and a Bible. These invitations were 
delivered to all the children of the 
n e i g h b o r h o o d f r o m ages six t h ru 
twelve. 
Five schools were scheduled and 
four succeeded — drawing 72 children 
to the classes. Chicken pox at the one 
home cancelled that school (one of the 
disadvantages of this method) . 
T h z disadvantages, other than unex-
pected happenings were: (1) Wide age 
span. If six-year-old Susie can go why 
can ' t her three-year-old brother , Bob-
by? How can you invite one and not 
the other? Adjacen t schools could 
possibly help with this si tuation if the 
congregat ion yielded enough helpers 
with in teres t and e n t h u s i a s m : (2) 
Classes in the outdoors. The distrac-
tions and weather posed problems. 
Asking for decisions for Chr is t seemed 
more difficult. A car port , garage, or a 
basement with picnic tables with seats 
and work areas combined were ideal: 
( 3 ) T h e t e a c h e r f r o m a n o t h e r 
neighborhood. T h e t e a c h e r is un-
famil iar with the spiritual needs of the 
children. She may forfeit a day finding 
out what the students know, then need 
to adap t her lessons. These a re small 
hurdles; they a re not insurmountable . 
The benefits: (1) 72 children heard 
the gospel message. How many of 
these heard it for the first time? W e 
don ' t know. W e cared enough to carry 
the message. (2) Future contacts. The 
teachers are well remembered by their 
students. This method lends a very 
personal touch. The children a re not 
shuffled f rom audi tor ium to classes 
and then on to craf ts . W e would gladly 
b e w e l c o m e d b a c k i n t o t h e s e 
neighborhoods another year. (3) Infor-
mal atmosphere. This method lends 
itself to " coming in barefeet if you 
want t o . " (4) Convenience. T h e schools 
were not all held the same week. They 
could be held whenever it suited in one 
area or whenever it suited a par t icular 
household. (5) Appreciation of stu-
dents. They say thank you t ime and 
again for the t ime you 've spent with 
them. 
Neighborhood Bible School was a 
worthy challenge compared to the 
thought of no Bible school at all. Since 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
get new people into our Bible schools 
and S u n d a y S c h o o l s , p e r h a p s we 
should go to where the people are as 
Jesus did. 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
PARAPHRASE CONTEST -- 1973 
Luke 7:36-48 
Regional Winners 
(see March 25 Visitor for national winners) 
Midwest Conference 
Mountain View Youth 
Jesus accepted the invitation of a legalist to come to his house 
to dine. When a lady of the evening heard that Jesus would be 
dining at the legalist 's house, she came and brought a container 
of costly per fume. 
Seeing him, she was overcome by emotion, she knelt beside 
him, her tears falling on his feet. She dried them with her hair, 
and anointed them with the per fume. 
When the legalist saw this he thought to himself, " I f this guy is 
really who he says he is, he would know that this woman was a 
pros t i tu te . " 
Jesus, knowing S imon ' s thoughts , said, "Lis ten to m e . " 
" O k a y , preacher, I 'm l istening." 
" O n c e a man loaned two different fellows some money; to one 
$85 and to the other S8.50. Since he couldn' t collect f rom either 
one he told them to forget it. Which of the two do you believe 
loved him mos t?" 
" P r o b a b l y the one who owed him the mos t , " replied Simon. 
" Y o u are r ight , " said Jesus. 
Ges tur ing towards the woman he said to S imon, " H e r e this 
woman washed my feet with her tears, and dried them with her 
hair . And here I am a guest at your house and you haven't even as 
much as offered me water to wash my feet. This woman hasn' t 
s topped kissing my feet, and yet you didn' t even offer me the 
cus tomary warm greeting. You omit ted the cheap ordinary oil 
for my head, but she poured costly pe r fume on my feet. All of her 
sins a re forgiven because of her love. Simon, your sins aren ' t as 
great as hers, but neither is your love." 




A seminary professor invited Jesus home for a barbecue. A 
street woman got wind that Jesus was at the professor 's house. 
While they were eating, she came into the yard and brought a 
small bottle of French cologne. She stood by Jesus crying, and let 
the tears fall on his hands. She wiped his hands with her hair, and 
kissed them; then, she poured the cologne on them. 
T h e professor saw this and disliked it. He thought to himself, 
" I f this man could really tell the fu ture he would have known the 
kind of woman she is." 
Jesus knew what he was thinking, and said to him, " P r o f , I 'd 
like to talk to you . " 
The host replied, " O k a y . " 
to page fourteen 
Atlantic Conference 
Mt. Pleasant Senior High Class 
A prominent church leader invited Jesus to his apa r tmen t for 
pizza and coke. As they were about to eat, the doorbell rang and 
a young drug user, who had heard of Jesus ' visit, dropped in to 
rap about her problem. She had brought her gui tar along and she 
started singing and playing. Af te r a few verses of the song she 
broke down in tears and couldn' t continue her music. 
When Simon, Jesus ' host, saw that Jesus was willing to 
associate with this girl he began to wonder. " I f Jesus were the 
man he claims to be, he would know this girl 's life and would 
scorn her . " 
Jesus, knowing the man ' s thoughts, said to S imon, "Lis ten , I 
want to tell you something ." 
"Sure , go ahead , " replied S imon. 
Then Jesus related this story, " A landlord had two tenants: one 
owned five month ' s rent and the other owed one month ' s rent on 
his apar tment . With the rising cost of living, neither man was 
capable of meeting his payment . The landlord left both men 
off ." Af te r the completion of his story, Jesus questioned, " W h o 
appreciated this the mos t?" 
To this Simon replied, " I suppose it was the one most in deb t . " 
Jesus agreed; he turned to the young girl and then said to 
S imon, " I came here and you didn ' t offer to soothe me with any 
music f rom your stereo. This girl came and gave of her own 
talent and ability. You feel you have never done anything really 
sinful, while she has; since she has done more wrong she must 
also be forgiven more and she loves me more than you, who has 
been forgiven less." 
Jesus said to the girl, " Y o u are forgiven of your sins." 
Allegheny Conference 
Redland Valley Crusaders 
This was a C B S news bulletin: On the internat ional scene 
today, Jesus Chris t , well-known Hebrew celebrity, has just arried 
at Kennedy International Airpor t on Flight J 3 I 6 and is being 
t ransported by helicopter to Riverside, N. Y., the headquar te rs 
of the Nat ional Council of Churches where he will be guest of 
honor at the executive board banquet . We will now switch you to 
live coverage at the N C C headquarters . 
A well-known night club singer, af ter a performance, caught 
this announcement and wished to see Jesus because she had heard 
how wonderful He was. Par t way through the meal, the night 
club singer burst through the door and ran to where Jesus was 
sitting. 
to page fourteen 
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C A N A D I A N 
from page thirteen 
"Two men had personal debts — one owned $500; the other 
owed $50. The man who had loaned them the money cancelled 
the debts when he heard they couldn't repay. Which man was 
more grateful?" 
The prof said, "The one with the larger debt ." 
Jesus answered, "R igh t ! " 
Then, looking at the woman, he said to the professor, " D o you 
really see this street woman? When I came in you didn't ask me if 
I would like to wash up, but this woman washed my hands with 
her tears and even dried them with her hair. You didn't even 
welcome me, but she has shown deep appreciation ever since I 
came in. You didn't offer to take my coat, but she has picked it 
up and folded it for me. So, this proves that she really loved me; 
and, therefore, although she had many sins, they are forgiven. 
The person who repents of only a few sins and is forgiven will 
only appreciate me a little." 
So, Jesus said to the street woman, "Even though you have 
many sins, you are forgiven." 
A L L E G H E N Y 
from page thirteen 
Unashamedly she exclaimed, "Welcome Jesus, I have wanted 
to see You for so long! I have heard how wonderful You are, so I 
wrote a song for You!" The singer began to sing praises to Him 
while accompanying herself on the guitar. 
Whispered comments were heard throughout the room. The 
president of the N C C thought to himself, "If he knew who she 
was and how she acted, he wouldn't associate with her." Then to 
cover up his own embarrassment, he stood up quickly and while 
tapping on a glass, called the meeting to order. 
Jesus then stood up and said, " M r . President, I would like to 
speak. A rich man once loaned two people money, one $5,000 
and the other $500. When it was time to pay back the loans, 
neither one could repay, so the man let them both keep the 
money. Which one do you think loved Him more?" 
"The one who owed him more," replied the president. 
"Righ t , " replied Jesus. " N o w look at this young lady. Ever 
since she entered, she has been singing praises to Me, but from 
you all I hear is budget, budget, budget. I have not even been 
welcomed properly. Even though, in your eyes, she has a bad 
reputation, she is forgiven because she demonstrated her love. 
You church leaders who have little to be forgiven, showed little 
love." 
Jesus turned to her and said, "I forgive you." 
If more Christians would demonstrate their love in this way, 
what would happen? 
Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Annual Oratorio Concert 
The Grantham Orator io Society, con-
ducted by Dr. Ronald R. Sider, will pre-
sent its spring concert Sunday, April 7, at 
3:00 p.m. in the Eisenhower Campus 
Center Auditorium. The program will 
consist of Stravinsky's "Symphony of 
Psa lms" and Willan's "Apost rophe to the 
Heavenly Hos ts" and "Glor ia Deo Per 
Immensa Saecula." 
The Gran tham Chamber Orchestra, 
with John Eaken as conductor, will assist 
in the concert. 
Pops Concert 
The Wind Ensemble, under the direction 
of William R. Higgins, will present a Pops 
Concert in the Eisenhower Campus Center 
at 3:00 p.m., April 21. The program will 
consist of light, popular numbers. 
Astronaut to Speak 
Colonel James B. Irwin, lunar module 
pilot for Apollo 15, will be the featured 
speaker at this year 's commencement exer-
cises, May 4, at 10:00 a.m. 
Since 1972, Irwin has been president of 
High F l igh t F o u n d a t i o n , C o l o r a d o 
Springs, Colorado, a non-profit organiza-
tion which he founded, to share his faith in 
God and to serve humani ty through 
s p e a k i n g e n g a g e m e n t s , p u b l i c a t i o n s , 
retreats, and training activities. His deci-
sion to spend full t ime in the ministries of 
High Flight came as a result of his sense of 
the special presence of God and answers to 
prayer on the moon. 
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Colonel Irwin will address a class of 
a b o u t 175 g r a d u a t e s , t h e l a r g e s t 
graduating class in the history of the 
college. 
Summer Sessions 
The first of two summer sessions at 
Messiah College will begin May 20 and 
continue through June 7. Courses will be 
offered in English, science, mathematics, 
art, economics, sociology, psychology, 
r e l i g i o n , c h i l d d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d 
photography. 
The second session, from June 17-July 5, 
will offer studies in science, mathematics, 
music, home economics, psychology, 
sociology, religion, early childhood educa-
tion, and English. 
Early Childhood Education Practicum 
and Seminar will be conducted at the 
Philadelphia campus from May 27-June 
14, with attention to developing concepts 
and skills useful in working with young 
inner-city children. 
Youth Ministries Practicum, from May 
13-August 3, will involve six students for 
nine weeks in a local Y F C program, 
weekly seminars, and two one-week con-
ferences on youth ministries. 
A seminar course, Studies in Emerson 
and Thoreau, based at Gordon College and 
taught by Clyde Ross, of the English 
faculty at Messiah, will involve at least two 
weekly trips to Concord, Massachusetts, 
to visit sites connected with the famous 
New England authors being studied. 
MCC 
Drought Strangles Sahel 
A six-year strangling drought continues 
to tug the noose ever more closely around 
the lives of people in a little-known part of 
our world. 
South of the burning sands of the 
Sahara , just north of the equator, lies the 
Sahel, the " f r inge" as the Arabs call it. 
This is the homeland of the nomad, who 
roams about with his camels and herds, 
looking for pasture and water. 
The world in which the nomad and his 
fellow Chadien lives, is shrinking. The 
increased herds, the overgrazing, the cut-
ting of shrubs and trees for much needed 
fuel and the extended drought assist the 
biting winds to turn once renewable 
pastureland into bleak sand-swept desert. 
This desert, marching relentlessly south, is 
encroaching on the very life of the people. 
Village after village has had complete 
crop failure. The rains came late and ended 
early. Crops sprouted and grew, raising 
hope, only to die a premature death. Now 
the people sit and wait fatalistically. Allah 
has thus decreed, and who is man to 
question Allah? 
Fortunately, southern Chad has had 
good rains and good crops. Now traders 
are eagerly buying up crops. This means 
that those with money will be able to buy 
food. There seems to be no concern for the 
others. Now, just after the harvest, people 
are already hungry. 
The Chadien church is in the throes of 
an intense struggle. A national movement 
to revert to Afr ican cul ture includes 
aspects unacceptable to the church. A 
Chadien leader confided, "The time is here 
where we will need to decide whether to 
obey Christ and be ready to die, or to 
reject our faith." 
What can we do? Our churches need to 
hear the Chadien cry. Prayerful interces-
sion is urgent. Encouragement is vital. 
Compassion is imperative. The nature of 
brotherhood must become visible. 
Mennonite Central Commit tee projects 
a program to purchase local food grains 
for redistribution. Transportat ion, in-
cluding the renting and purchasing of 
Evangelical Visitor 
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vehicles to haul food and medical supplies 
is being initiated. European Mennonites 
and other missions such as T E A M and the 
Sudan United Mission, are undertaking 
food distribution. The Missionary Evan-
gelical Union plans longer-range proj-
ects in irrigation, crop diversification, 
small dam and water reservoir construc-
tion and well digging. Reforestation and 
pasture projects are future possibilities. 
This assistance will not come easily. 
Dedicated strong Christians are essential. 
An engineer , several agricul tur is ts , a 
hydrologist, a home economist and a nurse 
are some of the persons required. The 
people of Chad, especially the church, need 
us in a special way. For those at home, it 
may demand sacrificial giving and living. 




T h e Fairview Avenue congregation 
hosted a breakfast on March 16 for sixteen 
churches in the Allegheny Conference. The 
Commission on Home breakfast was for 
pastors and wives and deacons and wives. 
Bishop Henry Ginder visited with the 
congregation on Sunday, March 17. Rev. 
Virgil N. Books is the pastor. 
The Montgomery congregation held an 
evening service on Sunday, Feb. 10, using 
the theme, " B e My Va len t ine . " The 
pastor, Rev. Paul Z. Hess brought a 
message on courtship using passages from 
I Corinthians 13 and II Samuel 13. 
Married couples were asked questions on 
dating and marriage. The Christ Crusaders 
presented valentines which they had made 
to the parents. Refreshments were served 
by the young people. 
The Mt. Rock congregation held Rally 
Day on Sunday, April 7. The special 
speaker was radio speaker, Rev. Ray 
Brubaker . The pas tor is Rev. Avery 
Musser. 
Atlantic 
The Cross Roads congregation held 
Missions Day on Sunday morning, March 
10. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker, mis-
sionaries to Rhodesia, brought devotions 
in the Sunday school hour and the morning 
message. Rev. Roy J. Peterman is the 
pastor. 
The youth group of the Holden Park 
congregation presented to their pastor, 
Rev. Maurice Bender, a color television 
which they won. The television set was won 
in an attendance contest at the local Youth 
for Christ. The contest covered a four-
month period and the youth f rom Orlando 
had almost double the points of the runner-
up. 
The Refton congregation designated 
March 24 as Family Sunday. Don and 
Millie Ressler of the Central Alaskan 
Mission in Glennallen, Alaska, ministered 
to the congregation. The pastor is Rev. W. 
Dale Allison. 
Rev. and Mrs . Henry Hostetter observed their 
50th Wedding Anniversary at an Open House 
held at the Manor Church, Saturday afternoon 
and evening, January S. Their daughter, Mrs. 
John Zercher, hosted the occasion along with the 
Manor congregation of which Brother Hostetter 
is pastor. The I lostetters have one daughter and 
four grandsons. They were married January 19, 
1924. 
Canadian 
The Bridlewood congregation heard an 
inspiring talk on the work of Gideon 
International on Sunday, Feb. 24. Victor 
Shetler, field representative, told of the 
minis t ry. An offering was taken and 
presented to the work of the Gideons. The 
pastor is Rev. Elwood Flewelling. 
The children of the Ridgemount con-
gregation presented the Sunday evening 
service, March 10, under the direction of 
Jack Flicker. Rev. John Schock is the 
pastor. 
Central 
The Fairview, Highland, and Pleasant 
Hill congregations held a Missions and 
Evangelism Conference on March 22-24. 
Special visitors were Alvin and Thata 
Book, Ruth Hock, Robert and Carolyn 
Mann, and Life Anew representatives. The 
pastors of these congregations are Rev. 
Henry N. Miller, Rev. Louis Cober and 
Rev. Glenn Hensel. 
The ladies of the Southern Ohio churches 
held a Women's Retreat on Saturday, 
March 16, with Pleasant Hill being the 
host church. Mrs. David Climenhaga was 
in charge and has initiated such retreats 
throughout the Central Conference. Wife 
of the president of Goshen College, 
Goshen, Ind., Mrs. Lawrence Burkholder, 
was the main speaker. A salad luncheon 
was served. 
On Saturday, March 30, the Indiana, 
Bethel (Cassopolis), Mich., and Morrison, 
III., churches held their Women's Retreat 
in the Union Grove Church. Mrs. Helen 
Good Brennaman , au thor of several 
books, was the guest speaker and "The 
Sound of J o y , " f rom Goshen, Ind. , 
presented special music. 
Midwest 
The Oak Park congregation recently 
formed a Prayer Band Commit tee to 
create interest in the prayer life of the 
congregation and to plan the prayer for 
Wednesday evenings. The pastor is Rev. 
Harold Jackson. 
Pacific 
Rev. Robert Bushnell, pastor of the 
Chino congregation, was ordained into the 
Brethren in Christ ministry on Sunday, 
Feb. 3. He has served the following con-
gregations: Sandia, New Mexico; Bethel, 
Kansas; Oak Park, Iowa; and presently 
Chino, Calif. The Bushnells have three 
children. Bishop Don Shafer presided at 
the Ordination Service, and Rev. B. M. 
Books, former pastor and friend of the 
Bushnells, shared in the service. (See 
photograph in March 25 issue.) 
Births 
Borges: Jerred Israel, born Feb. 25 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Israel Borges, Bethel 
(Merrill) congregation, Mich. 
Flannery: David Michael, born Feb. 27 
to Mr . and Mrs. Michael F lannery , 
Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Frey: Gregg Allen, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Frey, Lancaster congregation, 
Pa. 
Hostetter: Ashley Marie, born March 5 
to Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hostetter, Gran tham 
congregation, Pa. 
Lenhert: Bethani Ann, born Feb. 13 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Lenhert, Chino 
congregation, Calif. 
Murray: Eli Edward, born Feb. 27 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Murray, Gran tham 
congregation, Pa. 
Tracey: Kevin Michael, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. William Tracey, Fairland congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Weaver: Zachary Scott, chosen son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Weaver, Nappanee 
congregation, Ind. 
Weddings 
Bert-Fickes: Debra, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. David Fickes, and Steven, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bert, Newburg, Pa., 
Oct. 21 in the home of the groom with 
Rev. Roger N. Witter officiating. 
Blair-Conner: Brenda Sue, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Conner, Orlando, 
Fla., and William Eugene, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry E. Blair, Hagerstown, Md. in 
the Holden Park Church with Rev. 
Maurice Bender officiating. 
Crider-Whitesel: Nova Jean, daughter 
of Mrs. Mildred Whitesel, and Daryl, son 
of M r . a n d M r s . M o n r o e C r i d e r , 
Chamber sbu rg , Pa. , J u n e 30 in the 
McVeyton United Methodist Church with 
the grandfather of the groom. Rev. Harvey 
Musser, officiating. 
Wood-Brodrick: Leona Faye Brodrick 
and James Kelly Wood, both of Dayton, 
Ohio, March 2 in the Calvary General 
Baptist Church, Phoneton, Ohio with Rev. 
Elam O. Dohner officiating. 
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CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E 
For nearly two years the Canadian church has anticipated the conven-
ing of the 1974 General Conference at Niagara Christian College. It is 
a great event, especially with the biennial format. Above and beyond 
this is the enrichment from renewed fellowship with so many from across 
the brotherhood. 
Some of you may be in a quandary about attending. May I share a 
few positive factors to assist you in reaching a decision. In every 
part of Canada, at the present time and in the forseeable future, there 
are adequate supplies of gasoline at moderate prices. There are no 
limitations on sales, and no lines at the pumps. You may even fill the 
tank to start home! 
We encourage you to bring the entire family. A variety of accommo-
dations are available as noted in the official releases. We do not 
anticipate problems with lodging facilities providing you make reserva-
tions by the May 15 deadline. 
If you wish to extend your stay in Canada after General Conference 
and desire more information, write to the Canadian Government Travel 
Bureau, Ottawa, Canada. 
May the Lord grant us a Conference fragrant with His presence and 
rich in Christian fellowship. A warm welcome awaits you. 
Roy V. Sider, Bishop 
P. O. Box 65 
Sherkston, Ontario, Canada 
Phone (416) 894-3602 |_QS IRO 
Welcome to General Conference 
Canadian Conference 
